BLAIRGOWRIE HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL MINUTES
WEDNESDAY 20™ MAY
6PM
STAFF ROOM, BLAIRGOWRIE HIGH SCHOOL
Paul led a discussion on the School Development Plan and Parent Consultation

Attendance
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Lesley Crichton (Chair)

Ailie Castle (Secretary — minutes)
Paul Cunnigham (Head Teacher)
Lydia Fotheringham

Lynne Douglas

Lynne Murie

Eleanor Rutherford (Teacher)
David Kerr

Isla Duthie

Ewan Lister

Andy Stallard

1. Welcome and Apologies
Fiona Wolski
Andrea Wanless
Matilda Scharsach
Rachel Stallard
Bob Brawn (P&K Councillor)

Thanks were given to Isla Douglas, Lynne Douglas, and Matilda Scharsach for their
many years of service to the Parent Council. Thanks were also given to Mrs Eleanor
Rutherford who is retiring in August. Eleanor has been on the Parent Council for 16
years, initially as a parent and for the past 14 years as the staff representative. Her
continued support and enthusiasm will be missed. We wish her all the best for her
retirement.

2. Approval of previous minutes (26" February)
Minutes accepted as accurate account. Approved by Lynne Douglas and
seconded by Ewan Lister.

Email: parentcouncilblairhs@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/bhsparentcouncil/



mailto:parentcouncilblairhs@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/bhsparentcouncil/

3. Matters Arising
There were no matters arising not already covered by the agenda.

4. Reports
a. Chair’s Report

Lesley reported a very successful raffle at Tesco and special thanks to
Susan Parker for co-ordinating the event and prizes (which were
stunning!). £1000 was raised over the 2 days.
Lesley attend the Parent Council Chairs’ meeting. There was feedback on
inspection at Breadalbane Academy; the new P&K guidance on
consequences; curriculum cycle; and PVG checks.
A bid was made to PKC world cup funding on behalf of the parent council.
£910 was awarded which will go towards football equipment and help
launch School of Football on 1% June.

b. Treasurer’s Report
There is £7500 in the account; £2000 from raffle, PKC funding and lottery.

c. Head Teacher’s Report
Number of staffing updates including Eleanor retiring, Suzanne Graham
stepping down, Mrs Norrie and Ms McKenna have left. A Family
Engagement Officer (Jacqueline Woodcock) has been appointed, 30
hours a week from 1% June. Hours may increase to 36. Additional drama
teacher is required and Catherine Milne has been deployed from
Breadalbane due to decrease in pupil roll there.
Study leave and exams went well.
Uniform night with 20% discount was well attended.
Transfer to new timetable on the 1%t June. 7 period days of 45 minutes.
Alternative Friday afternoon programme to cover the weeks in June.
Activities will include games, quizzes, problem solving, litter picking, etc.
P7 transfer days are on the 11" and 12" June.
Prize giving on the 16" June with Mrs Rutherford and Mrs McTavish
presenting.
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d. ASN Network meeting update
Lydia attended meeting on 17" March and will circulate minutes. There
was a presentation from Ellen Morten on providing advice to parents from
a legislative level. There is a helpline and email for enquiries.
There is an ASN transformation project — more opportunities for parents
to speak to other parents and hear from parents about next steps after
school.
Asked about change to school day. Jaclyn Meikle had been unable to find
data to support or not the impact of school change. Most parents believe
it will have a negative impact but interested to see how happens.
Difference noted between ASN and ISP where there are more bespoke
requirements and greater support from the council.
ACTION: Lesley to contact Kinross High School to see how managed
the change

5. Fundraising bids
There was a discussion regarding the process and how to make this more
manageable.
There was a discussion regarding charitable status and whether we gain from
this. Currently it requires greater scrutiny of accounts and we do not claim back
on gift aid or use it to apply for grants. However there was concern about
possible impact on the constitution. Agreed to pick up at future meeting to
discuss further.

6. Fundraising Activities
Andy Stallard provided information on hosting a Race Night and potential to raise
good funds for the school and to bring in the community. Agreed to send
information to Paul and possibly something to discuss directly with the school.
Discussion whether this would be held off site. Further discussion and
consideration required.

7. Online accounts and document storage - item deferred to email
ACTION: Lesley will email all
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a. How do we expand membership of the parent council and ensure we are
representative of the parent forum? Lesley will send survey on WhatsApp.
b. Photo taken for the new S1 parents
Music Dept are putting on Much Ado About Nothing, 23-25 June. Ask for
help with teas, coffees and cakes. PKC money can be used to purchase
tea and coffee. Lesley will draw up rota of offers of help for the 3 nights.

9. Date and Time of next meeting
TBC
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