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BLAIRGOWRIE HIGH SCHOOL PARENT COUNCIL MINUTES  

Monday 29th June 2026 

6PM 

Zoom 

An extraordinary meeting to discuss the Parent Council Charitable Status 

Attendance  

Lesley Crichton (Chair) 
Ailie Castle (Secretary – minutes) 
Lydia Fotheringham 
Lynne Douglas 
Lynne Murie 
David Kerr 
Isla Duthie 
Ewan Lister 
Phil Murrie 
Fiona Wolski (joined 7.20pm) 
 

Lesley set the scene regarding the situation.  For a number of years the Parent Council 
has had charitable status and more recent discussions have called in to question the 
perceived benefits versus the additional demands of complying with the regulatory 
body, OSCR.  The discussion focussed on whether the pros outweigh the cons.  Lesley 
shared the pros and cons as far as she is able to see. 

Challenges include our legal duty to act in the charity’s interest and manage its money 
and activities whilst complying with OSCR requirements.  There are legal duties 
including risk management, data protection, and risk register. 

Essentially the key question put to the group is does being registered as a charity add 
benefit? 

There was a discussion regarding possible impact and potential need for update of our 
constitution. 
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David reported that as a chair of a primary school parent council that was never 
registered he was not aware of any particular loss to the school or the council.  David 
was of the view there was little gain. 

Lynne D reported that whilst the perceived benefit is the ability to apply for grants, 
during her time this has never been pursued.  Rather the school have often sought 
financial support directly eg Tesco. We will however lose matched funding which has 
been very helpful over the past few years Andrea has been able to source this via Aviva. 

Lynne M held similar views. 

Believed around £1000 per year has been secured via matched funding. 

 

It was agreed to hold an informal vote and take this to the meeting after the summer and 
possibly to the AGM. 
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